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Salvage crews from Charleston Marine Services raise the trawler Anita in the public anchor area of the 
Ashley River on Wednesday. Divers such as Mark Beasenburg put air bags inside the hull to raise the boat.
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Criminal probe to open 
into Tillman death

The Army said 
Saturday that it will 
launch a crimi-
nal investigation 
into the death of 
Pat Tillman, the 
onetime National 
Football League 
star who was killed 
by gunfire from 
fellow soldiers in 
the mountains of 
Afghanistan in 

April 2004. The decision came after the 
Pentagon’s Inspector General reviewed 
the case. 1AA

City school official listed
on Cleveland’s short list
   Nancy McGinley, 
chief academic 
officer for the 
Charleston County 
School District, is 
one of three final-
ists for the top post 
in the Cleveland 
school district. Mc-
Ginley will spend 
time in Cleveland 
this week. 1B

Students vie in Quest          
to claim bragging rights 

Students from 44 schools competed in 
the 20th annual Quest academic com-
petition at Trident Technical College on 
Saturday. 1B

Stavrinakis might          
run for Statehouse post 

Sources say 
Charleston County 
Council Chairman 
Leon Stavrinakis’ 
political future 
might include a run 
for the Statehouse 
seat held by John 
Graham Altman. 
The Democrat said 
he plans to make an 
announcement this 
week. 3B
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T H E   S O U T H ' S   O L D E S T   DA I LY   N E W S PA P E R

Pinewood wins title 
Panthers edge out Porter-Gaud
for the state championship.

USC defeats top-ranked Clemson, 6-2

Mark your ballot
Get a rundown of the 
nominees and your 
checklist to mark 
who you think will
claim an Oscar.
Arts and Travel 1, 3E

Behind Lent 
Two views explain how 
and why many observe 
this holy season 
of sacrifice. Faith 3H

Sports 1C 

No sweat: S.C. was actually a little cool last year
BY BO PETERSEN
The Post and Courier

Good morning. Today’s Lowcountry fore-
cast is for another gasping hot one. The 
high will be 110 degrees. The heat index 
will be 130, a little cooler on the beaches. 
Records for today are ...

Last year was one of the hottest on re-
cord worldwide, researchers say, a finding 
that has touched off another round of are-
we or aren’t-we global-warming debate. 
But in South Carolina, it was one of the 

cooler years on record.
Don’t bother to shiver. The average 2005 

temperature ranked 70th out of 110 years 
on record, but the temperature was 64.35 
degrees Fahrenheit — a smidgen above 
normal. And researchers say that relative 
coolness actually could have been caused 
by warming in the world’s oceans.

The National Aeronautic and Atmo-
spheric Administration’s Goddard In-
stitute for Space Studies says the tem-
perature rose 1.4 degrees worldwide in 
the 20th century, 1 degree of that since 
1970.

Meanwhile, long range climate forecast 
models suggest the more SPF in the sun-

screen the better. The two leading models 
disagree only on whether temperatures or 
heat index will climb higher.

Interestingly enough, while there was 
a cooling trend in the state inland in 
the past century, there was a warming 
trend — as much as 4 degrees— along 
the coast.

“We recognize there’s a cooling trend, 
but is it a significant trend? No,” said 
Hope Mizzell , state climatologist.

Global warming is a controversial

“There’s been such a scientific debate about whether 
climate change is taking place or whether it’s a cycle.”
John Hayes, Clemson University agriculture and bio-engineering professor

Please see CLIMATE, Page 11A

Bush
rebuffs
Pakistan
BY ELISABETH BUMILLER
AND CARLOTTA GALL
New York Times

ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN — President 
Bush made clear on Saturday that Paki-
stan should not expect a civilian nuclear 
agreement like the one with India any-
time soon, and he bluntly said the two 
rivals on the subcontinent cannot be 
compared to each other.

Bush said he and Pakistan’s president, 
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, had discussed 
a civilian nuclear program for Pakistan 
during talks Saturday morning.

“I explained that Pakistan and India are 
different countries with different needs 
and different histories,” Bush said at a 
joint news conference with Musharraf. 
“So as we proceed forward, our strategy 
will take in effect those well-known dif-
ferences.” 

Before Bush’s remarks, administration 
officials said Musharraf had no chance 
of making such a deal when prolifera-
tion and terrorism remain as concerns 
in Pakistan. But it was striking that the 
president spoke so directly as his host 
stood at his side.

Bush showed strong support for 
Musharraf ’s efforts in combating mili-
tants, even though Osama bin Laden, the 
mastermind of the Sept. 11 attacks, and 
Mullah Muhammad Omar, the Taliban 
leader, are believed to be hiding in Paki-
stan. Without being specific, Musharraf 

Rules out nuclear
accord like India’s

Think tank 
fuels debate 
on evolution
BY CHRIS DIXON
The Post and Courier

In January, state Sen. Mike Fair desper-
ately needed a pair of speakers to chal-
lenge the theory of evolution. 

The Greenville Republican and Educa-
tion Oversight Committee member lost 
the two South Carolina university profes-
sors he had lined up for a debate with state 
science educators after one of his speakers 
began receiving job threats for agreeing 
to participate.

The topic of the debate was the proposed 
injection of language favoring “critical 
analysis” of evolutionary theory into 
guidelines or standards used for sopho-
more biology lessons.

So he turned to the Discovery Institute, 
a Seattle-based think tank, for help. 

The inst itute quick ly l ined up 
Richard von Sternberg, a researcher 
with the Smithsonian Institution, and 

No mysterious forces
play part in sinking
of boats, but neglect does 

Agencies say they’re powerless to clear wrecks
BY BRIAN HICKS

The Post and Courier

On Feb. 14, the trawler Anita bobbed languidly in the Ashley River very near 

a well-traveled channel, quietly riding out the mid-Atlantic winter.

The morning was cold and gray, typical for the season, but witnesses recall noth-

ing extraordinary about the weather, or the boat.

It all happened so quickly. One minute the trawler was right there, in sight of 

land, and the next the water began to boil, as if the waves had just opened up.

Then the Anita was gone.

The trawler is just one of several 
recent victims of a stretch of water 
that local mariners agree could be 
called the Ashley River Triangle.

In the past few months, no less 
than four boats have been lost in 
the public anchorage between the 
City Marina and the Ashley River 
bridges. During the past decade, 
dozens of boats — there is no of-
ficial count — have disappeared 
from their moorings, either sunk 
or grounded in the Lowcountry 
marsh. The anchorage has become 

a place where many boats go to die.
It has been that way for years, but 

most locals who spend time on the 
water say it is becoming a much 
more common tale. More boats 
are illegally abandoned, and no 
one does anything about it.

There is no mysterious force at 
work in this Triangle — no rogue 
waves, UFOs or magnetic beams 
from Atlantis. Marina workers, state 
and federal officials say that nearly 
all of these strange mishaps can be 
attributed to a decidedly unmys-

terious cause: neglect. And these 
wrecked boats don’t disappear.

But sometimes their owners do.
The Ashley River Triangle has 

become a bureaucratic graveyard 
that most government agencies say 
they are powerless to remedy. Al-
though it is illegal to allow a boat 
to sink in public water, the own-
ers are almost never ticketed. In 
some instances, these boats are left 
where they go down until they are 
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Today’s outlook
Sunny and nice. 
High 64. Low 44.
Complete 5-day 
forecast, 10B.

Please see BUSH, Page 10A
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S.C. tally
How your 
lawmakers in 
Washington
voted. 7AA
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